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UNCLAS NAHA 039 
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TAGS: MARR, JA AMED, AEMR 

SUBJ: MEDEVAC OF KOREAN SEAMEN 

REF: A) NAHA 031, B) NAHA 036, C) STATE 022600 

1. RE PARA 2 OF REF C, CONGEN AWARE OF NEED FOR LEAD TIME AND 

COMPLETE DATA ON MEDEVAC REQUESTS. MEDEVAC OF KOREAN SEAMEN 

WAS NOT RAISED WITH CONGEN UNTIL JANUARY 24 WHEN US ARMY 

HOSPITAL TELEPHONED TO REQUEST CONGEN "APPROVAL" OF MEDEVAC. 

APPARENTLY HOSPITAL HAD INFORMED DOD OF EXPECTED NEED FOR 

MEDEVAC AND HAD BELIEVED KOREAN EMBASSY WOULD MAKE "FORMAL" 
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REQUEST THROUGH DEPT IN WASHINGTON. HOSPITAL STAFF DID NOT 
REALIZE THAT CONGEN'S ASSISTANCE WOULD BE NEEDED UNTIL JAN 24, 
AFTER CONSULTATION WITH CINCPAC. 

2. CONGEN IMMEDIATELY CONTACTED KOREAN CONSUL NAHA; HOWEVER, 
HE WAS NOT ABLE TO CONFIRM MEDEVAC REQUEST OFFICIALLY UNTIL 
JANUARY 27, WHEN WE SENT REF A. 

3. HOSPITAL STAFF DID NOT RAISE "EVACUATE OR OPERATE" SITUATION 
DESCRIBED REF B AS "URGENT" MATTER UNTIL JAN 29. WE WERE UNABLE 
TO OBTAIN OFFICIAL CONFIRMATION OF THIS DEVELOPMENT FROM 
ATTENDING PHYSICIAN UNTIL JANUARY 30. 

4. CONGEN SINCERELY APPRECIATES DEPARTMENT'S PROMPT ASSISTANCE 
DISPITE SHORT LEAD TIME. 
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